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At the same time Arunagiri performed his Thiruppugazh pooja at the Annamalai temple of Tirupathi, the Temple of the Destroyer, on the
southern slopes of the Sri Venkateswara Temple of Tirupathi. There he created a sensation by singing his version of Thiruppugazh in Tamil

and touching the feet of His Lordship and offering of flower garlands. Thus in a short time, he attained the status of Muruga an Avatar,
sent by Lord Krishna. May that be the reason for the divine protection of Lord Ganesha from the path of safety of the Thiruppugazh pooja.
Thus, the pooja went on until noon, and everything was over. But Arunagiri was still about to leave for Madurai. But on hearing this, one of

his friends said, 'Why not return to Tirupathi to give the pooja of the face. A visit to Tirupathi is not complete without going to give the
pooja of the face of Muruga'. Then and there, he decided to go back to Tirupathi. Thus the Prince of Poets, Arunagiri, returned to Tirupathi,

touching the feet of Lord Muruga with great reverence as he sang his Thiruppugazh. Thus, Gopalasundaram has rendered the immortal
verses of Thiruppugazh into a literary English in an understandable, lucid and enjoyable manner. He has done a wonderful job of engaging
the reader and keeping him thrilled and rapt until the end of each book. His translation is not just better than his Tamil predecessor's but

even more so. His English is very fluent and his understanding of Tamil is inordinate. This experience of translating is all the sweeter
because it gives him the opportunity to share the joys of our Lord with readers not just in Tamil Nadu but also all over the world.

Thiruppugazh is an integral part of Tamil life; it is a popular source of spiritual inspiration for many. Gopalasundaram's wonderful work in
rendering it into English has taken it to new heights.
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For Arunagiri it was a lifelong quest to go to the temples he had visited, and sing the 'Thiruppugazh'
he wrote for those shrines. He travelled to all the holy shrines and with much devotion, he sang his

songs to the Lord. Arunagiri's legacy is therefore a great collection of 'Thiruppugazh' and
'Thirukoottam', which are now recorded by many other singers through the decades, including a
number of saivite singers. Also the young generation is now adopting this form of devotion. It is a
great pleasure for me to extend my heartiest felicitations to Srimukha Bharati Gopala Sundaram,
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the noble and worthy consort of the twelfth incarnation of Thirupathi Thiruvilaiyadaraja of
Arunagirinathar, for the noble and inspiring Tamil Sangam that she has initiated. Her single minded
devotion, devotion that is literary as much as aesthetic and devotion that has gone into the extent
of getting all Thiruppugazh embodied in English is well exemplified by her present act of enabling
the English reader to fully peruse the Thiruppugazh with due respect to the original Tamil metre.

One can perceive this similarity between the forms of the deities in the places of worship of
Srirangam and Tiruvaiyaru. Upon seeing this similarity, Srimukha Bharati Gopala Sundaram had
conceived the idea of publishing the Thiruppugazh in English, in order to enable both Tamil and
English-speaking devotees to avail themselves of it. Being the one who was responsible for the

thirteenth and the most recent incarnation of Lord Muruga, a revered Saint, Arunagirinathar, might
have wished his thirteenth incarnation of lord Muruga, Lord Raghava Rama to be born in Tamil

Nadu. The deity who presided over the centre of the pilgrim's way on Tiruvaiyaru would thus be Sri
Raghava Rama, so that the Himavat (Plateau) of Lord Raghava could be equalled even by the

Himavat of the Thiruppugazh. The literary Tamil saint, Srimukha Bharati Gopala Sundaram, by the
grace of the Supreme Lord is enabling the Tamil devotees of Lord Muruga to directly read the

thirteenth incarnation, Sri Raghava Rama of Thiruppugazh in Tamil, to establish a direct rapport
with the Tamil devotees, and to accord them the pre-eminent spiritual veneration, in the near

future. 5ec8ef588b
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