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For example, municipal governments were created in
major urban centers. Thus, over the decades since the
initial period of US administration, Philippine society has
developed along different ways, ranging from Islamism
and capitalism to communism and syncretism. In the
present day, civil society has given Filipinos
opportunities to participate in the political system and
enjoy freedom of expression and assembly. Bands that
perform nationalistic songs have become a mainstay at
festivals and rallies, and many play music to entertain
audiences. Folk dancing groups perform in local
vernacular dances, and amateur dramatics companies
perform in theater, performing arts, and film festivals.
Graphic designers create cartoons and artworks,
particularly those of Philippine culture. The Philippine
Association of Technical Writers (PATW) is the umbrella
organization to promote the professional growth of
technical writers throughout the country. Historical
revisionism was a natural by-product of this process. The
Americans were often shocked and dismayed by aspects
of Philippine culture that they deemed inappropriate for
the new colony. Key among these included the
widespread use of native names; the Filipino religion and
feasts; the ceremonies associated with the
understanding of time; and the signs and tales known as
balatua, balagtas, baliliw, and karagatan (collectively
referred to as baybayin). In particular, the new
government sought to shift the focus of the Filipino
people from an ancestral to a religious world-view; to
create a new, more moralized identity; and to abolish the
practice of cremation.
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Epidemics were one way in which these revisions were
attempted. The most significant of these was the

Philippine flu epidemic of 1918, which affected some
60,000 Filipinos. The influenza had arrived from East Asia

via the American Colonies in the Caribbean before
becoming widespread in the Philippines. For historians,

the aftermath of the Spanish Influenza will be
remembered as the most dramatic and rapid of the

epidemics that have occurred in the Islands since the
Spanish conquest. More recently, the Moro wars and
revolution had their own revisionist aftermath. The

Americans desired to effect the assimilation of the Moros,
believing that their religion and traditions would taint the

cultures of Filipinos. For this purpose, the Americans
allowed some of these Moros to sell their ancestral

properties and join the municipal population (which had
been previously marginalized). However, Americans and

Moros alike viewed the Moros as a backward and
primitive people who could not be successfully

integrated into the majority of Filipinos. Furthermore, the
Moros were perceived as holding them- selves to a more
warlike, violent, and martial way of life than that of the

Philippines. Kalinga is regarded as being a site of intense
contact between the indigenous, Moro, and Filipino

populations. In this case, the Americans tried to
eliminate the Moros, as they believed them to be

threatening both military and social order. Furthermore,
US colonial policy supported the Philippine army (which
was designed and trained by Americans), and Filipinos
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were thought to be ripe material for indoctrination. It was
felt that fighting the Moros could restore the military
health of the Philippines and that only through the

resumption of hostilities could Americans achieve control
over the Moros. This policy in turn fueled martial fervor
amongst Filipinos who lived in the Moro provinces. The
effects of this is visible in the larger number of Filipinos
killed during the Moro revolution, as opposed to those

killed during World War I. 5ec8ef588b
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